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PHOTOGRAPHS BY ELLEN MCDERMOTT

E ver wonder how a home-design 
magazine editor renovates her own 
bathroom? The starting point sounds 
very familiar. “I had a few thousand 

ideas in my mind and many things to think about: 
the ‘feel’ of the space, the color, the finishes, the 
textures and shapes,” says C&G Media Group 
Editorial Director D. J. Carey. “I started by 
looking back at the gorgeous baths we’ve featured 
in CTC&G. Then, my husband, daughter and 
I created an inspiration file.” Most importantly, 
once she was ready to renovate, Carey called in 
a professional. “Even though I was confident 
that I could design the space, I also knew from 
experience that I often design myself right into a corner,” notes Carey. 
“I needed someone who had vision, experience and great taste. I was 
inspired by Amy Leonard’s winning project for the IDAs Small Space 
Design and felt she could really help create something great.” Here, some 
backstory on the project; for the complete blog on the bathroom redo, go 
to cottagesgardens.com/hitrefresh. —Catriona Branca
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Blue Heaven (this page, clockwise from far 
left) Walls in Farrow & Ball’s Stiffkey Blue are 
complemented by Ann Sacks Savoy Penny 
Round tile; toilet is Kohler; wooden stool is 
from Serena & Lily. A Marvin window is finished 
with curtains made from Schumacher linen and 
trim. A custom cabinet is filled with Serena & 
Lily towels. A “before” shot shows the project’s 
starting point. See Resources.

Making A Splash (this page, clockwise from left) The shower is lined with 
Ann Sacks Savoy Field tile and Casa Mila tile in Cross Azul; the round mirror 
is from Pottery Barn. Three body sprays and a handshower complete the spa 
shower. A remote control operates Kohler’s Veil Intelligent wall-hung toilet. A 
10-inch contemporary round Rainhead is from Kohler. Amy Leonard of Robson 
Leonard Design. Builder Art DeMattio and his son, Matt. See Resources.

P R O J E C T  O F  N O T E

Hit Refresh
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What was here before? A tired full bathroom without 
heat and an out-of-date bath/shower combination.
What prompted the change? I got tired of steering 
guests away from using it!
What was your inspiration for the overall design? 
Two items really drove the design: First was Kohler’s 
Purist faucet line, and second was the graphic tile 
from Ann Sacks’ Casa Mila Collection.
What was the biggest challenge? The million 
decisions! I thought I knew what to expect, but I 
completely underestimated. Also, I am not a patient 

person and tend to think big picture, so lots of decisions about the details 
makes me nuts. This is where Amy Leonard really helped in handling all of 
that and keeping me calm.
What was the first thing you chose? I knew I wanted an intelligent toilet. I 
had seen the Kohler Veil at KBIS, and I wanted it!
How did you decide on the cool blues color palette? That is a complicated 
question since my husband, Harry, and daughter, Adaire, wanted blues, while 
I wanted something more dramatic. We chose the Cross Azul tile, which is a 

blend of blues in pale tones, but the pattern had the drama I wanted. So,  
it was the perfect blend of what everyone wanted. And it is so pretty.
Your choices in faucet and vanity seem a bit contemporary. Is that the 
overall aesthetic? I did not say, “let’s go contemporary,” but I did want 
clean lines, and once we picked the toilet, the rest just fell into place.
How does the design fit with the rest of the house? I live in an 1800s 
farmhouse, so while my choice of fixtures was more contemporary, the 
beautiful Stiffkey Blue from Farrow & Ball gave the contemporary space 
a vintage feel, as did the beadboard that we installed and the cabinet 
designed by our builder Art DeMattio. And when you look at the tile in the 
shower, it has almost an American quilt look. So I think it works perfectly 
with our historic farmhouse.
What are your and your husband’s favorite elements? His is the tile: 
He picked it, and it is the first thing you see entering the space. I love this 
entire space; it is always filled with light, and the blue is rich and warm.
Are you ready to tackle your master bathroom? I need a little time, but 
I really feel lucky that I had such a great and talented team of builder and 
interior designer who guided me all along and really worked hard to get 
everything just right!

“I love this 
entire space;  

it is always 
filled with 

light and the 
blue is rich 
and warm”
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